With less than a month to go until the 2004 election, America is essentially confronted with a fork in the road of its existence.  This fork, or more plainly the decision that we face in regards to who we elect to lead the country, can not be denied or overlooked. We must confront the upcoming election and its consequences fully, for our inability to do so will indisputably have its consequences. 

It is quite easy for us as average citizens to adopt an apathetic mood.  Very often we recognize that the inadequacies of our nation are so entrenched in our social structure that we feel hopeless to bring about change.  The establishment, with their unequaled wealth and power seem to laugh at the notion of us standing up to their injustices.  What we have to understand though, is that there are times when we do have a chance to have our voices heard.  It is at those times, when we all speak together, that we are able to stand up for the ideals of the common person and oppose the often oppressive and ruthless methods of our corporate and governmental institutions.  

Now, this letter was not written to lecture you on those methods and their resulting injustices, but rather, a call to everyone to recognize the opportunity that we have as average citizens, and moreover students, to change the direction of this country.  Because of the record number of students who have registered this year to vote, and because of the nearly virtual tie that exists between the candidates (especially in the presidential race) it becomes quite obvious that we hold the power, like never before, to bring about genuine change.   There are not many junctures in the history of our nation where such an opening has presented itself and we must not sit ideally by and let it pass.  This is our chance, if we choose, to change our country, to have our issues heard, and to step up and bring our generation to power. 

The choice we have is up to us, and the choice is clear.  We must vote on the side of sustainability, on the side of the average person, on the side of the environment.  We can not endure another four years of corporate abuse, wars for profit, or plutocratic dishonesty.  Our country can do better than it is doing right now.  We need to be leading the world in the fight against AIDS, illiteracy, poverty and human rights abuses. We need to stand up on the side of the poor and downtrodden.  Our country cannot prosper when our politicians serve the drug companies, give tax breaks to those who do not need them or lead us into wars using false justifications.  All of these things hurt the average American, as well as push up our tuition costs.  

But we have the chance to make a change, and we must not let it pass.  The your organizations name at your schools name is initiating a nationwide student rally entitled “Books not Bush”.  Simultaneously across the nation, on October 28th at 3:00pm, “Books not Bush” will feature speakers, a get out the vote drive, as well as voter registration activities.  We believe that with the election this close, we need to come together as students and show the nation our determination to make change. It will only be through our solidarity and resolve that we can bring about a brighter future, but we must do it.  However, your organization needs your help. A nation wide effort such as this does not just happen, but together with your help it can. Please contact me immediately at your email address or your phone number if you wish to assist in this potentially historic event. Any contribution to this effort will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.
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